
Handout  - Whose in Poverty?




Definitions of Poverty


















What’s a Resource?






[bookmark: _GoBack]


Absolute poverty:                                               a standard of living so low that someone cannot afford many things such as: food, water, clothing, shelter, sanitation, education or health care, basic to survival.                                  This is usually measured as those people living on less than 82p per day, a total of around 1.4 billion people.                                            Income is insufficient to obtain the minimum needed to survive .
Don’t have food, clean water, shelter, heating and clothes.                                                      Their income is so low they can barely survive.


Relative poverty:                                                              a lower than average standard of living for a country or population.When someone cannot afford to meet the general standard of living of most other people in their society.Their income is much less than the average for society as a whole, so they are poor compared with others in society.


“Individuals can be said to be living in poverty when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, participate in the activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are customary, or at least widely encouraged or approved, in the societies in which they belong.”                    Peter Townsend, 1979, Poverty in the United Kingdom 


The basic definition JRF uses in its anti-poverty strategy was broadly defined in the original Trustees paper in September 2012:  ‘When a person’s resources (mainly their material resources) are not sufficient to meet their minimum needs (including social participation).’



The level of direct financial resources and assets that people own or control are the main determinant of whether or not they are defined as being in poverty. These include: 


income (from employment, benefits, pension, interest on savings, gifts); 


financial assets (savings, a home); 


material goods (e.g. washing machine, car, computer). 


Formal in-kind goods and services (universal or means-tested), can include: 


most health services; 


children’s education; 


passported benefits (additional benefits that some groups of people are automatically entitled to as a result of receiving an initial benefit), for example free school meals. 


Informal resources are those accessed via family, friends, neighbours, faith groups, community organisations or other social networks. These informal resources can encompass: 


financial (e.g. borrowing money from family or receiving a cash payment from a charity); 


in-kind (e.g. informal childcare, help with household repairs or gardening, borrowing items) 



Mandy is 13 years old.  She lives on an estate on the edge of town with her Mum and two younger brothers.   The house  is cold and damp.  Mandy’s mum has not decorated the house in years.  Mandy never brings friends over as she is ashamed of condition of her house.  On school days she wakes up around 7am.  She rummages in her kitchen to try to find something to make for breakfast, there is never that much to eat.  She either has a slice of toast or one weetabix.  Mandy lives with her mum and two younger brothers.  She has never met her father or his family.   Her mum does work and depends on benefits, they sometimes have to rely on foodbank support to get by.  Mandy gets her uniform provided by the school through a second hand school uniform recycling programme, they also provide her with a rucksack, she also receives free school meals.   Mandy is grateful as she doesn’t feel different in school   Mandy’s mum cant afford her bus fare so she has to walk to school everyday which takes about 30 minutes.     She takes part in an after school running club, which she really enjoys.  She has few friends as she can never afford outings to the cinema or bowling or afford presents when invited to parties.   At times she envies her classmates with their ipads, phones and latest trainers


Yusef  is 13 years old and  lives with his mum , dad and two younger brothers.  They live in Kashmir, right on the border between Pakistan and India.  Yusef’s town is not a safe place to be, there is often fierce fighting between militia groups who are fighting over the land.  Yusef and his family are hungry most of the time because food is rationed in the village and there never seems enough to go around.  Yusef and his family are always suffering from poor health and infections as the drinking water is not clean.  Yusef’s older brother died last year as a result of an infection he could and was unable to reach medical attention.   Yusef has known lots of family, friends and neighbours die.  Yusef is constantly hungry and spend all day worrying about how his family will survive


